St. Paul United Methodist Church
“You are the light of the world.
A city set on a hill cannot
be hidden.”- Matthew 5:14

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 7
LABOR DAY
No First Monday Café

September 13
Grandparent’s Day
Youth Concert

September 19
COM Planning Retreat

September 20
Reception for Rita Collins

September 26
Mother/Son &
Father/Daughter Banquet

October 5
First Monday Cafe

October 17
Church-wide Work Day

HOMECOMING 2009

Sunday, October 18
10:30 a.m.
One Service Sunday
Sunday School—9:30 a.m.
Covered Dish Luncheon

at Pavilion at Noon
Bring your favorite
dish to share!

GREATER THINGS!

Last year's Homecoming Service featured lookingklbatc120 years of minis-
try at St. Paul. This year’s 2009 Homecoming wetture the theme “Greater Things.”
When a small group of Christians came together8881 in the home of Mrs. R. E.
Montgomery, they had a dream. They saw the needrfother Methodist church in the
growing town of Gainesville. 121 years later thdsgam is alive and well. As a church,
we have persevered through tornadoes, harsh ecoriongs, demographic and pas-
toral changes. Today we stand as a city-on-ashithe middle of Hall County. Did you
know you can see our bell tower from Lowe’s? Mampple drive past our church
every day and our Cross-and-Flame stands as entestito the work of God in this
city. Every Sunday, we worship a God of light, hopeace, mercy, grace and love.
Every day many people live in darkness and hopedsss The need seen by the first
members of St. Paul, then named Myrtle Street MBthdChurch, is the same today.
Gainesville needs a church that will shine thetlighChrist to our growing city. We
need to join in prayer that God will use us todagl somorrow as His beacon of hope.
Maybe you remember a time in your life when youdsekto experience Jesus to help
you through a difficult time. Think about how mapgople face similar circumstances
without God in their lives. Reach out to your faynifriends, co-workers, neighbors
and acquaintances. Tell them about your relatignghth Jesus Christ. Tell them why
you come to Church. And invite them to join you!tQuer is “Invite A Friend Month.”

If you need a printed invitation for Homecoming 8aw to invite someone who does-
n't attend regularly anymore—pick one up outside ¢hurch office.

Chris Tomlin’s new song, “You're the God of thisty¢’ challenges us to re-
member that with God as our focus, ‘Greater ThiAgs Still to Come.” 121 years is
just the beginning! The vision is clear, the needreat, the calling is for all of us to be
a part of greater things that are still to be dbeee at St. Paul United Methodist
Church, in Gainesville, in Hall County and the vdorl

On Homecoming Sunday, October 18, we will cometogr for one service at
10:30 a.m. Worship will be enhanced through thédodin’'s choir, youth choir, Chan-
cel Choir and our Hispanic Congregation’s Worshgaim. After the service we will
fellowship as a church family with an old-fashioreuirch covered-dish meal.

Take a moments to meditate on the words to ounéhsong for Homecoming:



PROMISELAND UNIVERSITY 4 KIDS
NEW Ministry for Children at St. Paul UMC

All Children’s Activities and Lessons will follonwhie
same lesson theme as well as at home activities.

September—A Journey with Joseph
October—A Journey with Moses
November—A Journey with the Israelites

Sunday School-Age appropriate classes with Cokesbury Curriculum.

Children’s Moments—During both Sunday Morning Worship Services.

Children’s Church— After Children’s Moments during the 11:00 a.m. WpsService. Chil-
dren will have an interactive PowerPoint LessomfiBibleLessons4Kids plus a themed craft and
a game.

Wonderful Wednesdays—A girls class and a boys class will rotate in H@d@lroups with an
object lesson, a themed craft and a game.

At Home—FIT (Families In Truth) devotional guides will berd home weekly for families to
come together spiritually. Kids will have a jourtalhelp them receive incentive tickets for the
Promiseland Store.

A Nursery is provided on Sundays and Wednesday

It
Takes
A
Village . . .

The African Proverb that Hillary
Clinton used for the title of her book about
raising children is even more true about rajs-
ing children of FAITH. “It takes a village to
raise a child” . . . It takes all of us coming
together whether we have children or not {
help steer, guide, love, live as an example

(@)

and give to our children. Thanks to Laura "HHES % '
Gale, Lisa Jackson, Terry Fung, and Kellejgh $ % &
Strickland for organizing our children’s prog - .

grams and ministries. Thanks to our Sunday ""# $% &

School teachers and nursery workers and we
welcome Burton Brown, Jay Jackson, Chris
Strickland, Phil Loveless, and Dick Morley
who will be volunteering with our boys hud
dle group on Wednesday nights.
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A young man named Josiah
began one of the greatest revivals
and awakenings in the Old Testa-
ment. Josiah had become king of
Israel at the age of 8. Scripture tells
us that at the age of 16, he began to
pursue God passionately. Like his
forefather, David, he began to show
signs of Godliness early on and
gained the respect of the people. 2
Kings 22:2 states, “He did what was
right in the eyes of the Lord and
walked in all the ways of his father
David, not turning aside to the right or
to the left.”

This resulted in radical obedi-
ence in getting rid of everything that
did not honor God and challenging
everyone around him to do likewise.
These actions resulted in a mighty
move of God in his day—actually, one
of the greatest ever!

The theme verse for See You
at the Pole comes from the heart of
this story. Right after the newly dis-
covered scriptures were read to
Josiah, the Bible says, “When the
king heard the words of the Book of
the Law, he tore his robes.” In other
words, his heart was pierced with
conviction. (Read the full story in 2
Kings 22 & 2 Chronicles 34.)

King Josiah heard the words
of God and proclaimed:

“Go and pray to God for me
and for the people...”

- 2 Kings 22:13a

How about you? Do you de-
sire to see a mighty move of God on
your campus? Or at your workplace?
In your neighborhood? At vyour
church? Are you pursuing God pas-
sionately? Are you serious about radi-
cal obedience? Are you determined to
get rid of anything and everything that
dishonors God and ready to challenge
your friends to do the same?

This year's See You at the
Pole theme is very simple: Engage:
Go and Pray.

Students are encouraged to GO to
their school flagpole on Wednesday
morning, September 23 at 7:00 a.m.
and PRAY for your friends, family,
school, community, and the world.
This year's See You at the Pole chal-
lenge is simple:

ENGAGE your school.

ENGAGE your community

ENGAGE your world.
See You at the Pole is a great place
to ENGAGE God, ENGAGE with
other believers, and ENGAGE His
heart for your campus in the name of
Christ.

SYATP connects believers
together at the beginning of the
school year, so they can stand strong
together throughout the year.

See You at the Pole is all
about prayer. It's about you coming
together and laying aside all of the
labels and groups for one day, to sim-
ply engage with God in prayer and
connect with fellow Christians in unity
around the flagpole.

So are you ready to EN-
GAGE? Then GO AND PRAY! SEE
YOU AT THE POLE!

For adults who are no longer
students...take time aside on
Wednesday morning, September 23,
and pray for youth all over the nation
who will be gathering at their schools
to stand up and make a difference.
Pray that God will lead you to EN-
GAGE people around you to come to
know the life-changing power of Je-
sus Christ. START WITH PRAYER!

PLANNING RETREAT

Saturday,
September 19
Camp Glisson

In Dahlonega
9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Lunch is provided—a basket will be
passed for contributions to cover costs.

The Council on Ministries Members
are expected to attend and
church members are invited to
be a part of a ‘year-long’ look ahead
along with planning for new ministries.
Meet at church at 8:00 a.m.
to ride in the church van.

FAMILY BANQUET

As a way to honor
families at
St. Paul
we are hosting a:

Mother/Son
& Father/Daughter
BANQUET
Saturday, September 26
“The Magic of Family”
6:30-8:30 p.m.
D) Fellowship Hall
°
Come enjoy dinner
(©) and
magical illusions by
Jeff McClure.
Families of all ages are welcome!
Tickets on sale now!
Cost: $15 per couple.

SPOTLIGHT

Thanks Darryl Crow, Robert Irwin,
Jim Sapp and S&S Contractors
for making and installing our new
display cabinet in the narthex. The
cabinet funded by the Pioneer Class will
house our hand-carved nativity set given
.

to the church last year.
The cabinet and the
nativity set will be
dedicated on the first
Sunday of Advent.




MEMBERS IN MINISTRY CLASSIFIEDS
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HONORING RITA

Sunday, September 20
9:45 a.m.

, 'Rita Collins joined our
/ church staff in 2004 as our

‘ Members in Ministry Coor-
dinator. After a long and
fruitful career in church
ministry, she retired in Gainesville and
volunteered as an additional asset to oyr
staff. She has been instrumental in re
cruiting volunteers for Adult ministries,
programs and missions. Our nametags,
the Lenten Devotional Books, Crafts-forf
others, the Care-Notes and our 5th Sun-
day School program were all a part o
Rita Collins serving at St. Paul UMC.
Come express your gratitude at mornin

[

fellowship as she steps down from sery-

ing on staff. Rita and Johnny will con{
tinue to be active church members.

2 2 $25

BIBLE STUDIES

TUESDAYS

DISCIPLE THREE
10:00 a.m. Mixed Blessings
TBA—770-532-2977

CHRISTIAN BELIEVER
6:30 p.m. Pioneer Classroom
David Martin—770-869-3083

THE TRUTH PROJECT

6:30 p.m. Youth Room
Mary Bosco—678-357-7812

WEDNESDAYS

FAITHLINK
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall
Calvin Haney & Jim Sapp

INVITE-A-FRIEND

OCTOBER is
Invite-A-Friend Month

at St. Paul

Take time to pray about who
God would want you to invite to
your church. God has given you

a wonderful church family—
share it with others! Homecom-
ing Sunday is October 18—use

this occasion to invite former

church members.

TRUNK-N-TREAT

Wednesday, October 28
5:15—7:00 p.m.
Church Pavilion
Family Fun! Costumes!
Hot Dogs! Candy!
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