
 UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
 

May 3 
CHILDREN’S DAY  

 
May 4 

First Monday Cafe 
 

May 8 
LaGrange Holy Land Trip  

 
May 9 

Mother/Daughter/Friend Tea 
 

May 10 
Mother’s Day 

 
May 16 

Spaghetti Dinner & 
Silent Auction for Missions 

 
May 17 

Graduates Recognition 
 

May 23 
Yard Sale for Missions 

 
May 24 

Confirmation Sunday 
 

May 28-30 
Men’s Retreat 

 
May 30-June 6 
Youth Mission 

to Jamaica 
 
May 31 

Pentecost Sunday 
5th Sunday School 
Honduras Program 

& Pancake Breakfast 
 
 

Summer Kids!! 
  

Wacky Wednesdays will be  
        returning for      

  families 
             this summer! 

 
Vacation Bible School is set 

for July 12-16 

Children. Our Everything!  
         
 One doesn’t have to use much logic or even 
imagination to understand why God chose to have His 
Son be born as a child in order to save the world. If you 
have ever been around babies you can relate to the heart 
that is moved by a life so precious, so small, so wonder-
fully made. My family had the opportunity to babysit 
twins—two fraternal six month olds. They were born 
preemies to a single mother and we volunteered to keep 
the boys while their mother moved into a new room. From the oldest to the youngest, eve-
ryone in our home was enamored with the babies. Not only were the babies at the stage of 
cooing and making cute noises—so did the 40 year old to the six year old make cute 
noises! It was the first time in a long time that all of us were gathered on the living room 
floor united with a common purpose—playing with the twins! When Jesus was born the 
world was united in a common purpose—to worship this newborn King! 
 Angels, shepherds and the wisemen came together and the world has not been the 
same since a little baby was born! As Jesus grew through his childhood to an adult, He too 
honored and loved children. He rebuked the disciples for not letting the children come to 
Him. And then Jesus used a child to explain salvation; “Unless you are converted and be-
come like children, you shall not enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Whoever humbles himself 
as a child, he is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.” (Matthew 18:3-4) Our salvation, 
our place in eternity is all because of a child (Jesus) and our response to His gift of salva-
tion through His death and resurrection should be as a child. Simple child-like faith. Just 
simply believe. 
 Children believe what they are told. From Santa Claus to the stories in the Bible, 
children accept truth and fantasy and mix the two as reality. Recently my eight year old 
daughter woke up crying because ‘the tooth-fairy didn’t love her!’ when it was mom and 
dad who forgot to put some money under her pillow for her tooth! Children believe with an 
innocent heart and so should we. Accepting and believing in Christ are the keys to an abun-
dant and eternal life. 
 Jesus also said, “Whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me; but 
whoever cause one of these little ones to stumble, it is better for him that a heavy millstone 
be hung around his neck, and that he be drowned in the depth of the sea.” (Matthew 18:5-6) 
Wow! That makes you know that God is serious about the way we treat children. Do we 
honor and love them as Jesus or do we sometimes hope they grow up soon and get on with 
their own lives. Many times parents make the mistake of wishing childhood away and leav-
ing children to make many mistakes on their own. Hold your children close as long as you 
can and impart to them the innocence of following Christ so they will return to their beliefs 
as an adult.  
 At St. Paul there may be more gray-haired adults than there are children but as that 
one baby changed the whole world forever so too 
will our children change the world—they are our 
future—our everything! We made vows to sur-
round children with love and forgiveness so they 
can grow in their trust of God. We vow to pray for 
them to be nurtured as we are faithful to serve and 
be an example to them. Sunday, May 3rd is Chil-
dren’s Day. Come with a renewed sense to 
honor and love the children God has placed in 
our midst for they are our everything! -Tim 
 
 



      

Pearls of Truth 
�
 

 The following points are from 
Dr. George’s Morris sermon from the 
story in scripture where the resur-
rected Jesus meets the disciples on the 
beach after they had gone back to 
fishing. 
 
1. The risen Christ comes to us in 

the midst of distress, disappoint-
ment and grief! Will we welcome 
Him? 

2. The risen Christ comes to us in 
the midst of our daily work! That 
is, if we will welcome Him. 

3. When Christ the crucified and 
risen Lord appears and is wel-
comed, He always brings NEW 
LIFE! 

  
 After Christ met the disciples 
in their despair and they welcomed 
Him and received the new life He of-
fered them, the next moment they went 
out and turned the world upside down 
for Christ! May we make the same 
choices and turn our world upside 
down just by sharing our faith! 

  
Our Mission 
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 Do we 
have a 

choice but 
to  share 

our faith? 
 In many churches sharing one’s faith has been relegated 
to the preacher/pastor. We sometimes forget that we have all been 
given the same gift of salvation and we have all been given the 
same mandate to ‘go into all the world sharing Christ.’ An educa-
tion at a seminary is not the criteria needed to share your faith—
having accepted Christ as your Savior is the only necessary com-
ponent. Once we believe and follow Christ the next step is to take 
the hand of the person next to us and share with them the wonder-
ful decision we have made to give our life to Christ. If each one 
of us had shared our faith when we were new believers think how 
different our world would look today. Unfortunately most of us 
get into a routine or a rut with our faith and believe our experi-
ences are ‘private.’ Or we doubt our own ability to share what 
God has done in our lives and delegate the duty of faith-sharing to 
the trained professionals. Regardless if we are new to the faith or 
have been believers all our lives it is not too late . . . the world 
needs Christ and we have Him in our hearts! John Wesley knew 
the secret . . . to follow God with a method that would draw us 
closer to Him and draw others to Christ by our example. It is up 
to us to continue to share Christ around the world starting with 
our friend next door. 
 Our first “Faith-Sharing Seminar” was a huge success 
hosted by our Evangelism Committee with guest speaker, Dr. 
George Morris. Over thirty came together Friday night to share a 
meal and hear Dr. Morris’ testimony and 25 committed all day to 
learning how to offer Christ to the world around us. And then 233 
heard our guest preacher speak and share on Sunday morning. His 
words were a blessing to all of us who heard his story of how he 
came to know the Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 Dr. Morris’s granddad joined the Atheist movement in 
America and his dad grew up ridiculing religion and church-goers. 
At the age of 17, George and his entire family went to church for the 
first time because of a determined ‘coal-mining’ town pastor. 
George’s dad went forward and gave His life to Christ and then pro-
ceeded to find his son and ask him to do the same thing. He told his 
son that he had finally found what he was looking for his entire life. 
Though embarrassed in front of his peers, George went forward and 
said he wanted to do the same thing his dad did—to give his life 
fully to Christ. George went on to become the founder of the World 
Methodist Evangelism Institute where our very own Rev. Calvin 
Haney was one of his first students in this movement that leads 
Methodists to keep the faith alive by sharing simple methods on how 
to easily share your faith. Start by making sure your loved ones and 
the ones you interact with daily know about the faith that has shaped 
you and supported you throughout your life. 
    GO TELL THE GOOD NEWS!!  
                                                              



 For those who can’t make it to the land where Jesus 
walked, archaeologist Jim Fleming has replicated discoveries 
from the Holy Land by creating a museum in the Bible Belt. Af-
ter decades working on digs in the Middle East, Fleming 
founded the Explorations in Antiquities Center in LaGrange, 
Georgia. Fleming planted olive trees and created replicas of 
ancient temples, using Alabama limestone to mimic the rock 
structures of ancient Israel. In 2006 he opened with an exhibit 
on the life of shepherds and has since added different village 
scenes. The museum features a black goat-hair tent and sheep 

pens like those common in the time 
of Jesus. A vineyard features grape 
vines grown with ancient methods, 
and storage vats based on those 
used in the time of Christ. There 
are replicas of rock tombs based on 
Christian catacombs, with copies of 
frescoes found on the catacomb 

walls. So far, the transplanted olive trees are doing fine in 
Georgia. “The olive is a sturdy tree, a symbol of endurance,” 
Fleming said. “You can cut it off at ground and it will grow 
back. The date palms aren’t doing so well.”   
 The idea is to allow visitors to walk through a recrea-
tion of scenes described in the Bible. Fleming went to Israel for 
the first time in 1969 as a graduate student, then returned later 
to teach at Hebrew University in Jerusalem and at the Vatican’s 
Ecumenical Institute for Advanced Theological Studies. He has 
helped organize 14 archaeological digs in the Holy Land, 
matching American graduate students with Israeli scholars 
working on excavations. “My personal journey has been sensi-
tive to the Jewish roots of Jesus, living and working with Jewish 
scholars,” Fleming said 

Where is “Holy” Land for us today? 

 In Scripture, we read about pilgrimages made by ones in 
need of a healing touch. A variety of places had different mean-
ings like the pool at Bethesda where many who were suffering 
would wait ‘for the waters to move.’ Since the time of Christ 
many places in the Holy Land have been thought to bring com-
fort and healing ‘if we could just walk where Jesus walked.’ 
Also many Catholics make pilgrimages to places where saints 
lived or appeared.     
 But for those of us 2000 years later that live on the other 
side of the world where is “Holy” for us? Where do we go for 
comfort and healing. A trip to LaGrange’s Holy Land will be 
incredibly informative, educational and fun but the place to go 
for healing and comfort is the church family. Notice ‘family’ is 
placed where most would put the word building. When we are 
hurting the place to go is to God and to our fellow Christians. 
We come to worship, share a meal or take a Bible class together 
to have the support we need when we are going through difficult 
times. Remember the best way to be there for your fellow fol-
lower of Christ is through prayer. Prayer and the presence of 
Christ in our hearts makes everywhere we walk—HOLY! 

 Jerusalem in Georgia?! 
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           May 3, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
  8:45 Robert Mills 
11:00 Jeff Whitaker 
GREETERS: 
  8:45 Richard Little 
 Pat Little                 
11:00 Steve Kell 
 Irene Schmidt 
 Sandra Souther 
WELCOMERS: 
  8:45 Puppets 
11:00   Puppets 
ACOLYTES: 
  8:45   Andrew Gale 
11:00 Sara Thomas 
    Ruby Shafer 
 
       
 
  May 17, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
 8:45 Donald Wright 
11:00 Brad Patten 
 
GREETERS: 
 8:45 Betty Wright 
 Judy Wright 
11:00 Sue Castner 
 Don Peel 
 Lee Moeller 
WELCOMERS: 
 8:45 David Martin 
11:00 Chris Strickland 
 ACOLYTES: 
 8:45 Katherine Pearce       
11:00 Olivia Morley 
Sydney Simonton 
 
 

         May 10, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
  8:45 Chris Mundy 
11:00 Trey Cely 
GREETERS: 
  8:45 Cilla Johnson 
 Gregg Johnson 
11:00 Minni Nelson 
 Charlotte Crow 
 Sydney Simonton 
WELCOMERS: 
  8:45  Dick Morley 
11:00    Dick Morley 
ACOLYTES: 
  8:45 Elizabeth Gale 
11:00 Will Cely 
 Rachel Crow 
 
          
 
 May 24, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
  8:45 Gregg Johnson 
10:30 Barty Simonton 
GREETERS: 
  8:45 Jo Davis 
 Tom Davis 
11:00 Jean Ferris 
 Marion Gandy 
 Sue Tibbetts 
WELCOMERS:  
  8:45    Pam Roberts 
11:00 Liz Smith 
ACOLYTES:                             
  8:45 David Atwood 
11:00 Rachel Kline 
 Mic Panda 
  
 
 
May 31, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
  8:45 Gene Whitley  
10:30 Jack Hurt 
GREETERS: 
  8:45 Frances Patterson 
 Pat Patterson 
11:00 Bob Briscoe 
 Harriet Briscoe 
 Barb Cely 
WELCOMERS:  
  8:45    Robert Mills 
11:00 Sue Castner 
ACOLYTES:                             
  8:45 Andrew Gale 
11:00 Maggie Moore 
 Sara Thomas 
   

GOD’S SUNDAY SERVANTS 

Youth Suppers for May 2009 
 

May 3 - Adolpho & Emilia Rodriguez 
 

May 10 - Ron & Jane Allen 
 

May 17 - Susan Miller & Kim Rush 
 

May 24 - Tim & Maggie Atwood 
 

May 31 - Jamaica Trip, NO YOUTH 
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CHURCH STAFF 

BOOK REVIEWS  MEMBERS IN MINISTRY CLASSIFIEDS  

��.	�����.	�	�
��.	8�	��	��

Men’s 
Retreat 

 

May 29-30 
 

at Dick Moeller’s Cabin in the 
mountains of North Carolina 

 
Activities will include Golfing, Fishing 
and Hiking. Jim Roberts will be host-
ing a Fish Fry on Friday night. Calvin 
Haney will be cooking breakfast and 
providing a devotional time. You are 
responsible for your own lunch. Con-
tact Dick Morley if you are interested 
in joining our men for this relaxing 

retreat. Cabin will be open on Thurs-
day if you want to come early. 
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The remaining Wonderful 

Wednesdays will continue our 
Book Review Study for Adults 

in the Fellowship Hall 
at 6:30 p.m. 

 
April 29 

Tim Atwood 
He Loves Me 

By Wayne 
Jacobsen 

 
May 6 

John Collins 
Safely Home 

By Randy 
Alcorn 

 

May 13 
Phil Loveless 
Miracle in 
the Andes 
By Nando 
Parrado 

 
May 20 

David Martin 
will share his 

reflections 
from his trip 
to Jerusalem 

  
 

“P. Samuel Bear” 
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