)~ LENT - A 40 Day Journey

o Tl ;"} It's time for a journey! It's time again to go ohat forty-day jour-
This is our fourth [ L LW ney that begins on Ash Wednesday and carries us #wly Saturday.
r‘%éffﬁ year to encourage . __ This is the Lenten journey. As most of you knowntbegins forty-six
T 1 Ch_UfCh members_ to \Y.— days before Easter. However, Sundays are NOT aopasnt; therefore,
[ 1L display crosses in N g we’re going on a forty-day journey.
their front yard dur- The Lenten season may not be the longesbses the church year
ing Lent and Holy but it is one of the most important seasons...if thet most important.
Week. Crosses with colored . This is a spiritual journey that we're on. It igime for spiritual prepara-
drapes are available from Johnny 2 X tion through repentance and growth in oUra | if | be lifted
& Rita Collins for a suggested -~ faith. It is the time when the passion and death"d |
donation of $3.00. —— , Will draw all peo-

of the Savior come into focus. This spiritulér , ) .
journey is a time of preparation—it is a time of stenial. If we P& t0 me.” Christ died

expect to rise with Christ in newness of life ors@a, we mustfor the sins of all peo-
UPCOMING EVENTS first die with Him. Lent is a time of learning tdecto self. Beforeple. During Lent we

we can live, we must die. We should at all timdsHigh the witness to the cross

Monday, March 2 cross of Christ. However, Lent is especially a tithe crossand its meaning as
First Monday Café should be uplifted. “And I, if | be lifted up, Widraw all [people]redemption.”
to me.” Christ died for the sins of all people.uring Lent we
Saturday, March 7 witness to the cross and its meaning as redempfiois. should e ﬁ“ ' )
Daylight Saving Time lead to an outreach to the inactives and unchurahedir com- ([/[; 1 4
Spring Forward One Hour! munity. Why not invite someone to join us at chudthing this “ -‘E S
Lenten Season. —
Sunday, March 8 Lent can also be used as a special pedpaxtra prayer. ;
Communion Sunday Spending extra time in prayer will bring us intocl@ser walk ﬂ
with our God. Following some of these spiritualogfiéines can £ |
Saturday, March 28 find us more dedicated to God’s work and more coraged tc k
Church-wide Work Day Christ. Lent can mean a renewal and a revival énctturch. Invitel :

others to join us as we take this forty-day jourtegether.

Sunday, March 29 I look forward to greeting you at the “Joey” place each SundayCalvin

Pancakes for Honduras
During Morning Fellowship

5th Sunday School Program SerVIng OtherS Durlng Lent

Caring Committee Training
GIPL Afternoon Session

Take a Challenge!

One of the historic disciplines of Lent is servthg poor. Our turn to stock and serve
The Community Food Pantryfalls during Lent -March 24-April 3. Due to the current eco-
nomic status requests for food has doubled sinneay. The Pantry is located in the Com-
munity Foundation Building, 615 Oak Street, andupported by 4 area churches: St. Paul,
First UMC, Grace Episcopal, First Presbyterian atid Christian Ladies Group. Volunteers
from each serve 2 weeks out of 5 months each Warsupply “emergency food” for a 3-
day period to people who are going through hardesmThey are restricted to 1 visit in 6
months and it is mandatory they have a referrgd lom DEFACS, 9th District Services,
GAM or participating churches. Our main source
for food comes from those who so generously donate
and from food drives by other churches and busi-
nesses. Starting this month, Pantry Coordinator,
T Margery Johnson, will be able to purchase bulk
$ % items at a greatly reduced cost from the recently
opened Flowery Branch Food Bank. Please con-
tinue to bring non-perishable food items to the
bins at church. Monetary donations are always
# welcome. Thanks for your helpEmily Rue




Lent is more than
3T, just giving up
something

Most people consider Lent a time to fast and recib-
stinence and unfortunately we sometimes see theriexgge as a
drudgery or burden. When we understand that thpgsar is to
help us connect with Jesus’ sacrifice for us thetdenly, giving
up our favorite show or food doesn’'t seem so tryjimdight of
what Jesus endured.

Fasting during Lent has it origins in the 40 dagsu$
spent in the desert fasting and praying. From Asidiésday to
Easter, we remember, repent and re-focus our etteon Christ.

If Lent has become just the time of year when M&WE
to give something up, give it a jump start with tiedp of the fol-
lowing tips:

MAKE IT COUNT—Make your sacrifice count. Don't
just give up something that you don’t even likewwn't even
miss. Make sure it's something that will really geti thinking—
it's not supposed to be easy.
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PUT IT IN PERSPECTIVE—Think of what Jesus wel

through and then compare it to what you are saorgi Sud-
denly, whatever you are giving up doesn’'t seemitieudt and
hopefully you will feel re-energized.

STICK TO THE NECESSITIES—Living in a mobile
fast-paced society we often buy things and eat ntoam we
should. Before purchasing something at the conweriestore,
just because you can or for your children who aveeth, ask
yourself, ‘do | really need this?” When buying yogiroceries
make an effort to buy only what you need, not witat desire.

SEEK OUT NEW IDEAS—Put some real thought into

your Lenten sacrifice. Don't give up the same thihgt you did
last year and the year before. Keep it fresh amgh kiechalleng-
ing. Try making it a family spiritual activity wherthe whole
family chooses something to ‘give up’ together. Keecalendar
visible and use stickers to mark the days so aétiteof Lent you
will see how well you did!

PLAN FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR—Sometime
Lent tempts us to think that if we consume too miidh o.k. if
we do it moderately for the 40 days before Eadtene refrain
from arguments during Lent maybe it is 0.k. noworry about
what we say the rest of the year. Lent is more #raendurance
test; it's a reminder of how we should live yeaund.

Don't give up on Lent. We should always be stiyvio
grow as disciples to the extent that we accept Whatis tells us
about how goodness, truth and beauty are connéttedlr lives
and everyone else’s.

Prayer, fasting and works of mercy remain the sitas
Lenten practices. The more we live in the truthuab®od, the
more genuine we will be. Allow Lent 2009 to be gpetizer for
the ‘eternal banquet.’ Let each of us nourish @ithfby giving
up distractions and unnecessary things and regjatiem with
our devoted attention to the divine.

LENTEN STUDY

Wednesdays
6:30 p.m.
Fellowship
Hall
Led by
Calvin Haney '

Be a part of a 7 week study looking
our own spiritual growth by learning
from the mistakes of the disciples

LENTEN LUNCHES
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Lenten
Prayers

“Grant unto us, O Lord, the ability to hear
Your voice and follow You all the days of
our lives.” - Calvin Haney

“Today, Lord, | release my worries to You. Thesgieties keep
me from embracing Your love for me. Help me thistdae-
ceive Your love, Your comfort, and Your strength.

-Linda Martin-Peel

“My hope is that we receive the ‘living water’ abdnefit from
its nourishment in our daily walk with the Lord.Jay Jackson

“Dear Lord, send Your light and love that it mayirghthrough
us into a hungry world.” David Long

“May the hope of glory spread around Gainesville®ase of
the members of St. Paul UMC, who have chosen @hest be
seen in them.” Tim Atwood

“Jesus, please show us areas in our own livestieat to be
changed, so we can truly know the truth of Yourgraw our
lives.” - Debbie Haney

“Lord, let me praise You all day long that my dayi# be ful-
filling and happy because You are with meJoye Jones

Lenten
Thoughts

“We cannot come to the knowledge of God’s holimgsout
recognizing our own sinfulness.’Mary Bosco

“l use the Lenten Season to evaluate my prayeakfevell as
other areas of my life. Am | doing all | can for boyrd?” -
Sue Tibbetts

“I think of what Jesus said, “Love your neighborysurself”
and “Forgive those who trespass against you.” H@y can do
this, why can’t we?” Jim Roberts

“We are the Easter people! Life is good and Godrat!” -
Jerry & Georgianna Ferguson

(Quotes taken from this year’s St. Paul Lenten Dé&woal)
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GOD’S SUNDAY SERVANTS

March 1, 2009

USHERS:

8:45 Mickey Robertson
11:00 Trey Cely
GREETERS:

8:45 Richard Little
Pat Little
Donise Moore
Joe Whitaker
Shirley Whitaker

WELCOMERS:

8:45 Don Wright
11:00 Steve Kell
ACOLYTES:

8:45 Katherine Pearce
11:00 Rachel Kline

Sydney Simonton

11:00

March 15, 2009

USHERS:

8:45 Robert Mills

11:00 Barty Simonton

GREETERS:

8:45 Betty Wright
Judy Wright

11:00 Steve Kell
Irene Schmidt
Sandra Souther

WELCOMERS:

8:45 Laura Gale

11:00 Patricia Zaudtke

ACOLYTES:

8:45 David Atwood

11:00 Sara Thomas
Maggie Moore

March 29, 2009

USHERS:

8:45 Donald Wright
10:30 Yale Moore
GREETERS:

8:45 Pat Patterson

Frances Patterson
11:00 Sue Castner

Lee Moeller

Don Peel
WELCOMERS:

8:45 Pat Patterson
11:00 Lee Moeller
ACOLYTES:

8:45 Andrew Gale
11:00 Mic Panda

Sydney Simonton

March 8, 2009

USHERS:

8:45 Tom Davis
11:00 Brad Patten
GREETERS:

8:45 Pat Kilgore

Angie Whitley
11:00 Ouida Clayton

Laura Eberhardt

Joe Wang
WELCOMERS:

8:45 Dick Morley
11:00 Linda Martin-Peel
ACOLYTES:

8:45 Andrew Gale

Elizabeth Gale
11:00 Olivia Morley
Rachel Crow

March 22, 2009

USHERS:

8:45 Chris Mundy
10:30 Jack Hurt
GREETERS:

8:45 Jo Davis

Tom Davis
11:00 Minni Nelson
Charlotte Crow
Sydney Simonton
WELCOMERS:

8:45 Mary Mills
11:00 Bob Briscoe
ACOLYTES:

8:45 Katherine Pearce
11:00 Will Cely

Ruby Schaffer
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MEMBERS IN MINISTRY CLASSIFIEDS
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WANTED!! |
Caution:
Heavily
armed with
kindness...
highly -$ < o .
contagious. ’
A warrant has been issued ¥
for Rev. Calvin Haney!
He’s going to be “Locked-Up” ", 67
to benefit MDA. =77

His arrest day is March 19.
His bail is set for $2800 which

sends 3 kids to summer camp
With your help, they will let our
beloved pastor out on good behavio
Contribute to his bail by donating to
the Muscular Dystrophy Association
You can write checks to St. Paul an
write ‘MDA’ or ‘Get Calvin out of
Jail’ in the memo line and place it in
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SPOTLIGHT

the offering plate on Sundays. : C.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

To our
Lake County Q
Shakers %
Parkinson’s ¢
Support Group.

Last month they” ()

celebrated their "

14th anniversary
at St. Paul!

The group meets every other Thurs-
day in the Fellowship Hall under the
leadership of Dr. Bob Bridges. They
started with a small handful and out-
grew the Sunday classrooms. They
discuss issues related to Parkinson’s
as well as provide support to family
members. They have become great
friends and take outings and trips
together too. “We are so grateful for
the support of St. Paul UMC and the
hospitality of the church staff”
stated Dr. Bob at the recent party.
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WORK DAY

/ Saturday, March 28
é 8:00 a.m.

Join us as we tend to
projects and do Spring cleaning!

Youth Conference

MVINCIBLE

READY FOR ANYTHING

March 6-7
Georgia World Congress Center
FREE for the first 9 to sign-up!

CHURCH STAFF
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