
HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 
 
  At the dawning of a new year many of us 
take this as an opportunity to begin some new 
things as we put away the old! The New Year must 
be a time when many people resolve to get their 
lives more organized, to put away the clutter and 
mess. At least many of the marketers for retailers 
think so.  If you walk into many of the retail stores 
on January first you’ll notice displays of all sizes 
of storage boxes and file cabinets. 
  Many people also resolve to get in better 
shape, thus health clubs offer discounts to those 
who join early in the year and retailers place on 
sale health equipment to help those who want to 
get into shape. 
  Then there are those who resolve to be better by working at being more caring, more 
loving. Some resolve to harness a temper that sometimes gets out of control. With each 
New Year comes an opportunity to put aside the old and take on the new! With these 
changes we must be willing to remain positive and be willing to change. 
  A New Year also allows us to make some changes in church as well. In numerous 
committee meetings last year someone would often mention about us going back to just 
one service. Personally, I do not support this idea! I believe this move could potentially be 
detrimental to St Paul Church! However, another suggestion, and one I support, is to have a 
joint service from time to time. The idea behind this is that it would bring us all together 
several times during the year. It was further suggested that maybe we could have joint ser-
vices on fifth Sundays. I also like this idea. There are also a couple or so other Sundays 
when we will have joint service. 
 Below are the dates and the schedule for 
  Joint Worship Services in 2010: 
 

January 31 (Fifth Sunday) 
April 11 (Sunday after Easter) 
May 30 (Fifth Sunday—Memorial Day Weekend) 
August 29 (Fifth Sunday—Homecoming) 
October 31 (Fifth Sunday) 
December 19 (Christmas Cantata) 
December 26 (Sunday after Christmas) 
 
Schedule on Sundays with Joint Worship Services: 
9:00 to 10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:00 to 10:30 a.m. Morning Fellowship  
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Joint Worship 

 
  Again, remember making changes means 
a willingness to do so and remaining positive. 
 
  I look forward to greeting you each 
Sunday in 2010 in the “Change” place. 
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UPCOMING  EVENTS  

 
 

January 6 
Epiphany 

 
January 10 

District Training Event 
 

January 12 
Disciple Classes Resume 

 
January 13 

Wonderful Wednesdays 
Resume 

 
January 15-17 
Youth Ski Trip 

 
January 24 
Installation of Officers 

 
January 30 

District UMW Meeting 
 

January 31 
5th Sunday School 

 
February 3 

Choir from Chile 
 

February 7 
Super Bowl Sunday 

 
February 13 

Sweetheart Banquet 
 

February 21 
Blessing of the Bears 

 
 

CHURCH BANQUET 

Sweetheart Banquet 
                     

                       Saturday, 
                  February 13 
                   6:30 p.m. 
     Fellowship Hall 

Tickets: $15 individual 
$25 couple & $100 table 

 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER: 
If Pastor Calvin can make it 
to church during inclement 

weather we will have church. 
If you do not feel comfortable 
driving or getting out please 

feel free to stay home. Check 
the following sources to find out 

if church will be open: 
www.st-paul-umc.org 
WSBTV—Channel 2 

WDUN AM550 
accessnorthga.com 

closings@gainesvilletimes.com 



      

CHRISTMAS - A Time to Serve! 
  
   While many were out frantically shopping for presents for loved 
ones or busy rushing from party to party, St. Paul members found time to 
serve, giving of themselves as we celebrated what God gave to the world 
through the birth of His Son, Jesus! The Anglers Willing Workers class 
worked on projects that touched the military, missionaries and our own shut-
ins. The New Horizons class bought presents for a needy family and the 
youth collected donations at their Christmas lock-in to provide a less-
fortunate teenager with a little more for Christmas. Our Hispanic Congrega-
tion held their yearly Christmas event giving out over 1000 presents to local 
children during three nights of services. Our youth also assembled and sent out 20 shoeboxes to Operation 
Christmas Child. These gifts of toys, school supplies, toiletries and candy will be sent to children living in 
Third World Countries. Our Baby Jesus Christmas Tree offering will be used to give gifts to missions hon-
oring babies born in 2010 and our Glove Tree will be keeping local children’s hands warm this winter.  
 YOUTH SERVE WITH THE GIFT OF SONG! 
   One new Christmas service project for our youth was spearheaded by Kate Castner. Carol-Grams 
were purchased by the congregation as a fund-raiser. Over $200 was raised to buy supplies for Flood 
Buckets. Each Carol-Gram included a Christmas card, a vase of flowers and several Christmas songs sung 
by our youth with Laura Gale accompanying on the harpsichord. “We visited over twenty homes and 
brought Christmas cheer to those who can’t get out very often,” stated Tim Atwood, “For several hours, 
our youth got in and out of the church van all over Gainesville and Hall County with a great attitude. I was 
so proud of them.” Elizabeth Gale, a sophomore at West Hall High School commented, “It was difficult 
seeing people who taught us Sunday School as children lying in a bed at a Nursing Home but I hope that 
by our coming to visit and to sing that they know they are loved.” Will Cely, a sophomore at Habersham 
High School, said, “This should become a yearly tradition for our youth group.” After the long day of ser-
vice, the youth finished the day with a Christmas party at Tim and Maggie Atwood’s home. 
 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS SPREADS CHRISTMAS CHEER! 
   The Anglers Willing Workers class 
completed several projects during the month of 
December. At the suggestion of class president, 
Jack Hurt, members completed eight care pack-
ages that were sent to military and missionaries 
serving in Nigeria, China, Iraq and other coun-
tries. The recipients were friends or relatives of 
class members. Each gift box included a card, 
signed by the class, thanking them for their ser-
vice. The front of the cards featured a photo of 
the class members holding U.S. flags. Many in 
the class have served in the military—some in 
World War II—and they understand the impor-
tance of a note from home. The project was very 
popular with the class. Some went shopping and 
everyone contributed to the cost of the contents 
and the shipping. Pat Zaudtke obtained a list of 
suggested items from a recruiter that came to her 
school. Another project the class participated in 
was the annual fruit baskets for shut-in members 
of the class. Accompanying each basket of fruit 
was a Christmas card with the same class photo 
on the front. Comments brought back from those 
who made the deliveries was that the photos 
were most cherished and certainly a surprise. 
   Thanks to all our church members who 
gave of themselves, their time, talents and 
monetary contributions to make someone else’s 
Christmas special. May we continue to share the 
spirit of Christmas all year long! 
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New Youth Coordinator 

� Catherine Rodriguez , Class of 
2011, is a first-generation American. 
Her parents are natives of El Salva-
dor who settled in Gainesville, Ga., 
and raised five children. 
 While Catherine was in high 
school, she became involved in vol-
unteer work. 
 “I did a lot of things with Special 
Olympics and I loved that,” she says. 
 When it came time to find a col-
lege, Catherine knew what she 
wanted. 
 “I was looking for a smaller cam-
pus, a place that felt right,” she says. 
One visit to LaGrange College was 
all it took. 
 “I sat in on a class and loved the 
enthusiasm of the professor,” she 
says. “Everyone was so welcoming 
and nice. That was it.” 
 More than anything, she was look-
ing for a place where she could learn 
not only academics but also service. 
 “There is a great joy in helping 
others,” she says. “I love being active 
in the community and being tuned in 
to the issues facing all of us.” 
 It didn’t take long for her to get 
involved on campus. A Goizueta 
Scholar, she is a cheerleader, a 
member of Phi Mu sorority and the 
Orientation Team. She also is in-
volved in servant-leadership and 
sings with the college choir. 
 Perhaps her biggest project is the 
annual Panther Toy Store. The drive 
was begun by students in 2001. 
 “Our mission is to create a little 
toy store for the low-income commu-
nity in LaGrange,” she says. “Parents 
can come in and buy great toys at a 
reduced price that otherwise they 
wouldn’t have been able to afford.” 
 Preparations begin in the fall, 
when Catherine and her fellow volun-
teers start planning fundraising 
events. Last year, she organized a 
baking competition with judging held 
before a football game. 
 “We ended up with 15 cakes,” she 
says. “After the winner was an-
nounced, we had a cake buffet where 
people could eat all the cake they 
wanted for a monetary donation. It 
was a big hit.” 
 Catherine says her work with the 

Panther Toy Store brings her joy. 
 “It is a true blessing,” she says. “It 
makes me feel humble to see that I 
can help people even if it is just buy-
ing a couple of toys for their kids. I 
remember when I was little and how 
much Christmas meant to me. It is 
nice to know that I am helping a fam-
ily have a great Christmas and a 
wonderful memory to look back on.” 
 The opportunities for service and 
leadership at LaGrange College are 
plentiful, Catherine says. 
 “I’ve been able to take on leader-
ship positions in different campus 
organizations, and through those, I 
have learned what it takes to be a 
leader,” she says. “Through servant-
leadership, you learn to serve others 
first and figure out how to best use 
your talents.” 
 Catherine, a history major, isn’t 
sure what she wants to do when she 
graduates, but there is one thing she 
does know. 
 “I want to help people,” she says. 
“I’m still trying to figure out the best 
way to do that, but LaGrange College 
is preparing me to be the best ser-
vant-leader I can possibly be.” 
 

(The above article was printed in 
Winter 2009 edition of the 

LaGrange College Columns,  
a magazine for alumni and friends. 
Catherine Rodriguez was pictured 

on the cover and she was high-
lighted in the feature story titled 

Change Agents.) 
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YOUTH SPOTLIGHT 

 

Rodriguez Family 
 

The Rodriguez family have been active 
in ministry at St. Paul for many years.   

Catherine and her younger sister Eliza-
beth, now a freshman at UGA, have both 

served as a youth intern during their 
Senior Year at East Hall High School. 

“They were so helpful with mundane and 
meaningful tasks,” stated Tim Atwood. 
“Both were a joy to have in the office 

everyday for a semester,” commented 
Susan Page. Elizabeth has also served 
as a translator for our mission team to 

Honduras for two years. And their 
brother, Jerry, also a freshmen at UGA, 
has joined them in participating in mis-

sion trips with our Youth. They have 
learned to serve others by giving of their 
time and talents to others less fortunate.  

 
 
 

 
 
Kate Castner will be stepping up to fulfill 

the role of Youth Coordinator for St. 
Paul’s Youth Group. Kate was involved 

in St. Paul’s Youth Ministry during middle 
school, high school and her college 

years. She served as a Youth Intern in 
the Church Office during her Senior Year 
at Gainesville High School and has since 
helped plan events and service projects 
as well as chaperone trips. Kate will be 
filling the shoes of her mother, Sue, and 
Barb Cely. Barb said, “I still plan to be 

involved but it will be nice to have some-
one else helping out.” It was Kate’s idea 
to have our youth serve our Shut-ins with 
Carol Grams this past Christmas. Kate is 

working at Chestatee High School. 
 
 
 

 
 

Thanks to Sydney Simonton for all the 
behind the scenes work she does for St. 
Paul. With her mother, Carolyn Simon-
ton, serving on the Worship Committee 
and her grandmother, Rexann Hulsey, 

on staff, Sydney is always at church with 
a smile on her face helping out where 
she can. Sydney helps her Dad, Barty 
Simonton, with locking up on Sundays. 

During the Christmas break Sydney was 
even seen out on the front lawn fixing the 

nativity characters 
that had been blown 

over. Sydney is a 
Senior at Dacula 

High School.  
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CHURCH STAFF 

MEMBERS IN MINISTRY CLASSIFIEDS  
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Wonderful Wednesday resumes 

January 13, 2010 
 

Fellowship Supper at 5:15 p.m. 
(Adults $6/Children $3/Family Max $18) 

 
Activities for children, 

youth and adults 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

 
Adult Bible Study 

ARE YOU THE ONE? 
Teaching Sermons on Crucial 

Questions in the Bible 
By Dr. William D. Watley 

Led by John Collins 
Fellowship Hall 

 
Youth Bible Study 

Topical Age-Appropriate Issues 
Led by Nadine Panda &Barb Cely 

Youth Center 
 

Children’s Huddle Groups 
Bible stories, Crafts and Games 

Led by Kelleigh Strickland 
Children’s Center 

 
Chancel Choir and Handbells 
meet in Sanctuary/Choir Room. 

 
Middle-schoolers practice 

Puppets in Mixed Blessings. 
 

Good News at Noon meal is pre-
pared in the kitchen and delivered 

at 7:30 p.m. every Wednesday. 
 
 

CONFIRMATION 
 
 

All 6th graders and anyone who 
has not been confirmed in the 
church are invited: 

Confirmation Retreat 
February 19-21 
Camp Glisson 

Confirmation Classes led by 
Lisa Martin begin in March.                                                     

 
�
�

'��
��(��	����)�����
*����
����
�+����
����(����,
�����

������+��
��(����-�	��
,���������
(������%����

,������
��
����%����
���(%�����'�#��
.�������	�%����
���(.�������%
���	���

)����
�	�
�($�/����)�	����
0��	���#1-������($�	���+�����


