5th ANNIVERSARY
Sunday, February 1
marks the 5th anni-

I']m versary of moving

into our new sanctu-
ary. What a joy it
has been to worship weekly and
serve God together in our new
facilities. God has blessed us -
may we continue to praise Him
and shine His love in and
around Gainesville.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Monday, February 2
First Monday Café
11:00 a.m.

Saturday, February 7
Sweetheart Banquet
6:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 8
Administrative Board
1:30 p.m.

February 20-22
Confirmation Retreat
At Camp Glisson

ASH WEDNESDAY

Wednesday, February 25
6:30 p.m.
Sanctuary

Every year, 40 days before Easter
the Season of Lent starts with Ash
Wednesday. This day marks a time
of remembrance and repentance as
we look to what Christ did for us on
the Cross. During this service you
will receive an ‘ashen cross’ on your

forehead to identify you
U
U

with the family of God.

Our Hispanic congrega

tion will be joining us fo
this special service.

Live A Life of Love
Love - that four-letter word that bringp so many emotions.

From acceptance to anger, love causes action watiiwithout in our
personal lives as we learn what it truly means. &people spend a lifetime searching for
love, others find it and throw it away while othdissin neglect having never experienced
it. From parental love to friendship to two lovelgye is felt and experienced in many
ways. Christians have found the meaning of loveraadived it into their lives and yet we
too sometimes take it for granted. We know thehtrMiYe know that only God'’s love can
meet the needs inside us and only Christ’s love can
provide abundant and eternal life. TRiebruary — “Love is patient, love is kind,
let's share the true meaning of love. Take time &nd is not jealous; love does
tell someone you love them — better yet take tinedqt brag and is not arrogant,
'gell someone that \?esus Iove_s them_. S)ur annHBIeS not act unbecomingly: it
weetheart Banquet's theme this yeaflist's end . -
the masquerade...will you be my valentine?” does not seek its own, 'S_nOt
Many of us spend a lifetime wearing a mask, n@fovoked, does not take into
letting people know that Jesus lives in us. Take thccount a wrong suffered,
mask off...and share God's love with your familyjoes not rejoice in unrighte-
f_rlends, neighbors and co-workers. Vow to live @usness, but rejoices in
life of love so when people see you they see lave,a ., . .
| Corinthians 13 describes love. Join your churcﬁrUt_h’ love bears all things,
family every week in worship and at special ever@@lieves all things, hopes all
to share God’'s Word, show His love and serve HRINgs, endures all things.
people. See you this month at tleing’ place. Love never fails.”

Spreading Love & Care

Every February more cards are bought and sent tpé®ple know
that someone loves them. One of St. Paul’'s mosteacbmmittees is all
about letting people know that they are loved aakd for—year round.
Our Caring Committee meets bi-monthly to discussntlany ways that we
help tend to the sick, the bereaved and the orascin’'t get out due to age and health.
Our Wandering Widows and our Parkinson’s Suppoougs also report to this committee.
Caring Committee projects include providing medléuaerals, sending cards and deliver-
ing flowers to shut-ins and assigning ‘angels’ &z in-touch with church members.

Home Touch is a newsletter with games and purdiésh is sent monthly to our
members that can't make it to worship on SundagsnfOrt Blankets are purchased and
tagged with a love note and given to those thatirmmnforted. And the most celebrated
ministry that our Caring Committee oversees is Garing Bears. Small teddy-bears are
purchased, dressed, named and consecrated with
love from our church members to be delivered to
those who are hospitalized.

Our church Caring Committee is a great
place to find your niche of service at St. Paul. At
the meetings you will find great fellowship and re-
freshments and accept an assignment that fits your
unique gifts and graces. Join us at our next mgetin
in March or talk to Liz Smith about how you can be
a part of this exciting ministry.
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Christian Ways to Celebrate
St. Valentine's Day @

"Be My Valentine." This is a phrase that conjures up

a lot of different images associated with the ocelgbn of

Valentine's Day. Cards with hearts and little poemsthem.

Candy and flowers given to someone you love. Anages of
cupids flying around shooting their arrows of loYeung and
old alike express their affection for their sweetti® February
14th for many means cards, candy, flowers, anddsupi

Give your life to Christ:God is love and the source of true
love. God loved us enough to die for us and SteRihe
loved God enough to die for God's Truth. What lveitay

to celebrate Valentine's Day than to commit or nexut
our lives to Christ.

Stand up for the truth. Proclaim the Gospel of Gedbve:

What we call Valentine's Day was at one time th8ometimes it is dangerous to stand up againstticgysa-

Feast of St. Valentine. It was a religious holidagr Chris-

tians in the past this holiday was a day to remerabd cele-
brate the life and death of a Christian martyr. @xdng to

church tradition St. Valentine was a priest neamBan about
the year 270 A.D. At that time the Roman Emperos \va-

prisoning Christians for not worshipping the Romgmds.

During this persecution Valentine was arrested. &say he
was arrested because he was performing Christianages,

but others say it was for helping Christians escapson.

During the trial they asked Valentine what he thHdugf the

Roman gods Jupiter and Mercury. Of course Valensiaie

they were false gods and that the God that Jedlesl ¢aather
was the only true God. So the Romans threw hinrigop for

insulting the gods. While in prison Valentine cooid to

minister. He withessed to the guards. One of tterdgiwas a
good man who had adopted a blind girl. He aske@™ale if

his God could help his daughter. Valentine prayadi the girl

was given her sight. The guard and his whole fadié/ peo-
ple, believed in Jesus and were baptized. Bechease fpeople
had come to know Jesus, Valentine praised God tigie in

his prison cell. When the emperor heard abouthaisvas fu-
rious that Valentine was still making converts eviprison,

so he had Valentine beheaded.

tred, and prejudice. Sometimes it is difficult topose the
world's view of things to proclaim the truth of Ged.ove.
But that is what Valentine did!

Die to self for another:The Bible says that this is love that
a person lay down their life for their friends.dnclear cut
case of life or death many would die for the oy tlove.
But in our day to day lives few are presented witlife or
death situation. But we can sacrifice our wantdlierwants
of another. Try it this Valentine's Day. Sacrifisat you
want for what your loved ones want.

"Be my Valentine." o

We all want to hear that b

phrase. It simply means "you are loved." God lox@s and
wants you to be His Valentine. The love that Gogegius
is not like the world's love. The world's love s sturdy as
the paper that most Valentine cards are made ofl'sGo
Love is not a flimsy cheap imitation. It is the Ir@ng. It is
an all giving love that was and is willing to suffend die
for our deliverance. Will you be God's Valentine®slyour
choice. Say yes and return in kind the love that Gist
gave you. And when you do, remember the first Viahen

Valentine knew that he might get caught in hisi&hr and the way he gave everything, including his lite the

tian activities. He knew that if he told the cotlm¢ truth about
the Roman gods that he would be thrown in prisomd Ae

God he loved.

knew that if he continued to witness to Christ
the prison he would make his captors angry. H
he continued, because he loved the Lord and
fellow humans. He was willing to risk his life tq
free the prisoners and spread the Good Newg
Jesus Christ to those who needed to hear it.
The Bible Says:'No one has greater
love than this, to lay down one's life for one's
friends."(John 15:13) God showed us this love |
coming in Christ to die for our sins. And St. Va
entine demonstrated this love when he died
his friends. This is the kind of love that Valer
tine's Day is really aboutgp

lence.

Use flyers distributed at church
in order to have 10% of your

purchase contributed to St. Paule’s

Domestic Violence Center

Gatewayin Gainesville, provides a safe place for womed
children in our community. In a year’s tim@ateway provided ser-
vices to more than 1,200 people and gave emergsheifer to
4,214 guests. We also provided support to non-eesiclients
through our Life Skills trainingfomen Seeking Changeclasses
and emotional support groups.

Additionally, we are working to stop the ayabf violence by
reaching out to children in our communitgateway teaches mor
than 6,000 students a year about domestic violandedating vio-

~ Jessica Butler, Executive Director

St. Paul support&atewaythrough our missions budget and colle
tion drives. Charlotte Crow serves as the liaisonthis ministry.




MEMBERS IN MINISTRY CLASSIFIEDS
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OLDER ADULT TRIP
3 Days to Myrtle Beach
March 30-April 1
3 Shows

Hotel on the Beach
Deluxe Motor Coach

Sign-up or let us know you
are interested in this trip by

February 14

Contact Sue Tibbetts at 770-
535-1490 for more information

Rev. Calvin Haney,Pastor
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SWEETHEARTS

Anglers/Willing Workers @
Pierce Hancock @
Choir -

Liz Smith
Explorers
Jackie Green

Jars of Clay
John Collins
Lend-A-Hand
Sharon McEver
Mixed Blessings
Sandra Souther
New Beginnings
Kay Beaver
New Horizons
Donise Moore

Pioneer
Phil Loveless
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Vote for your favorite by placing a
donation in the voting-jars. Crown-
ing of our 2009 Church Sweetheart
will be the finale of the Sweetheart
Banquet, Saturday, February 7.
Proceeds help with Youth Missions.

BANQUET

\NOULTADL

SWEETHEART BANQUET
Saturday, Feb. 7- 6:30 p.m.
Dinner & Entertainment
$15 person/$25 couple
Benefits Youth Missions

CHURCH STAFF
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February 1, 2009

USHERS:

8:45 Chris Mundy
11:00 Phil Loveless
GREETERS:

8:45 Frances Patterson

Pat Patterson
11:00 Steve Kell

Irene Schmidt

Sandra Souther
WELCOMERS:

8:45 Bob Holbrook, Jr
11:00 Sue Tibbetts
ACOLYTES:

8:45 David Atwood

Andrew Gale
11:00 Rachel Crow
Sydney Simonton

February 15, 2009

USHERS:

8:45 Gregg Johnson

11:00 Steve Kell

GREETERS:

8:45 Jan Crenshaw
Judy Robertson

11:00 Sue Castner
Jean Ferris
Don Peel

WELCOMERS:

8:45 Jim Roberts

11:00 Burton Brown, Jr.

ACOLYTES:

8:45 Elizabeth Gale

11:00 Sara Thomas
Ruby Shafer

GOD’S SUNDAY SERVANTS

February 9, 2009

USHERS:

8:45 Donald Wright
11:00 Bob Briscoe
GREETERS:

8:45 David Long

Karen Long
11:00 Minni Nelson

Charlotte Crow

Sydney Simonton
WELCOMERS:

8:45 Puppets
11:00 Puppets
ACOLYTES:

8:45 Katherine Pearce
11:00 Mic Panda

Maggie Moore

February 22, 2009

USHERS:

8:45 Gene Whitley
10:30 Jeff Whitaker
GREETERS:

8:45 Cilla Johnson

Gregg Johnson
11:00 Bob Briscoe

Harriet Briscoe

Barb Cely
WELCOMERS:

8:45 Tom Davis
11:00 Steve Ward
ACOLYTES:

8:45 David Atwood
11:00 Will Cely

Olivia Morley




kThe Texas
“Gulf Coast

"'One Home at a Time

Very early Saturday morning on January 3, 2008en
sleep-deprived men and many tools met at St. Ppalking lot
to embark on a 760 mile drive to Port Arthur, Texalong the
way we picked up an additional four men (a crewvjghed by
Jim Sapp). Our mission was to repair Port Arthunae damaged
by Hurricane Rita.

Approximately 7,500 homes were damaged in this.arne

To date, faith based organizations have repaireat &y500 of
them. Hurricane Ike also damaged an additional @Wds. Port
Arthur is a very impoverished city that is surroaddy chemical
plants and refineries, producing nasty, smelly sioiss. As a
result of this, anyone who could afford to reloda#s moved out,
leaving mostly low income families.

UMCOR organized our work schedule and provided
the material for our work. We provided the labaor Broperty to
qualify for help by a UMCOR team three criteria ltade met:
Homes had to be owned by the occupant and the dvatkto be
living in the home when the hurricane hit. The owhad to dis-
close FEMA proceeds, repairs made and unspent .funds

Our accommodations, which were most gracious, w
provided by the United Methodist Temple in PorthAnt. We
slept on air mattresses in the church’s Sunday @gsboms with
4 or 5 to a room. The showers were outside thecthiur a large
unheated trailer. The water was lukewarm, and wegdcioot con-
trol the hot water going to each shower. We shétredooms and
showers with a group of 10 college-age girls angsbend their
chaperones from a Kansas City Methodist church. Uhied
Methodist Temple kindly provided cooked meals foir teams
each evening, which were warmly received by thedtiworkers
from each group.

UMCOR, with 3 coordinators in Port Arthur, had sk
week with over 90 volunteers from over six churctigsughout
the country. Our group of 13 was basically spltbi8 working
teams that each worked on a job site. We worked total of 5
homes during the week. Read the full report of whataccom-
plished on each home and view photos at www.st-ped.org

During our week together, we all enjoyed the greap
maraderie and felt good about improving the livampditions of
some very poor people. All the residents we helpede very
grateful and thanked us for helping them. Team negmin-
cluded Robert Clayton, Calvin Haney, Gregg JohnsSteve
Kell, Dick Moeller, Dave Shoemaker, Don Wright, ahdo
friends of Dave Shoemaker; Ken Suggs and Ron Vildsn
Sapp’s crew consisted of Robert Irwin, Rudy CangseJBaca,
and Juan Hernandez.

Rebuilding |IEZEE.
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PASTOR’S LENTEN STUDY
Begins Wednesday, March 4




