
UPCOMING  EVENTS  
 
 

August 2 
Disciple Recognition 

 
August 3 

First Monday Café  
 

August 8 
Youth at Six Flags 

 
August 9 

YOUTH SUNDAY 
Church-wide Picnic 

 
August 19 

Fall Session of Wonderful 
Wednesdays starts 
Dinner at 5:15 p.m. 

Activities for Children, Youth 
and Adults 6:30-7:30 p.m.  

 
CAMP MEETING 

 
During the month of August 

come ready to select your favor-
ite hymn, listen to old-time Gos-

pel songs and hear dynamic 
preaching. After 
the 11:00 a.m. 
service join us 

for ‘Lemonade-
under-the-
Portico!’ 

 
 

Summer Picnic 
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Honoring A Special Lady 
 
 This month’s newsletter is dedicated to Lillian Gilmer who will turn 102 on 
August 18. She was born Lillian Gladys Osborn in Griffin, GA in 1907. She was the 

eldest of 4 children born to Birdie and Hugh Osborn. She attended 
school where one of the teachers tried to change her left-
handedness by rapping her hand with a ruler. Miss Lillian came to 
Gainesville in 1929 to work at Piggly Wiggly as a bookkeeper. The 
store was on Bradford Street and owned by Marvin and Jack 
McKibbon. She met James Gilmer that March and they were mar-
ried  July 28, 1929. She and her husband both worked in downtown 
Gainesville and survived the Tornado of 1936. Together, they had 3 
children (Sandra Souther is the youngest), 7 grandchildren and 11 
great grandchildren. She & Jim were married for 62 years. The 

family moved to Newberry, SC in the late 40’s, then to Com-
merce in 1952 and back to Gainesville in 1954. Miss Lillian 
still lives in the house that they purchased in 1954 with her cat 
Annie and her sweet caregivers - Geneva, Ruby and Beverly.    
  Let’s  take a glimpse back at what the world was like 
when Miss Lillian was born . . . Teddy Roosevelt was Presi-
dent; Congress raised their salaries to $7,500 per year. The 
Lusitania crosses the Atlantic in a record-breaking 5 days. 
Automatic washers and dryers were introduced in June. Okla-
homa became the 46th state in the United States and at the 
close of 1907, for the first time, a ball drops at Times Square to signal the new year. 
Around this same time, we experienced the birth of the Teddy Bear, crayons came on 
the market, Mr. Kellogg invented Cornflakes and the first Model T was sold. 

 Miss Lillian saw many changes from the time she was 
born to today but many things remain the same. From the fi-
nancial panic, the bubonic plague, world wars, and modern in-
ventions making life easier: a hundred years later our economy, 
health and lives are all threatened by similar circumstances and 
modern technology continues to advance. May we all look 
back over our lifetimes, no matter how long or short, and claim 
Christ as our rock, our anchor that we hold to no matter what 
changes in the days, years and decades to come. God bless 
Miss Lillian as she cele-
brates 102 years of life! 

May we all cherish our lives, cherish our loved 
ones and share our faith. As St. Paul celebrates 
CAMP MEETING take time to remember who 
you are in Christ and who He wants you to be the 
rest of your life!  
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As we begin the month 
of August, please re-
member our young 
adults who are going 
back to college or who 
are going off for the 

first time. Pray that God will be with them in 
their decisions and lead them in His ways. 
We are blessed at St. Paul to have college 
students that are still active in the youth 
group and other ministries. The church of-
fice would like college addresses for all our 
students. Call the church office or email the 
address to office @st-paul-umc.org. 
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So many in our community have 
lost jobs or seen their hours cut 
to next to nothing. Others de-

pending on retirement income 
that has dramatically lost value are 

struggling to make ends meet. These types of 
challenges can be seen as disasters or as turning 
points. 
 Crossroads Career Network, sup-
ported by several local churches will help any-
one who is looking for a job. On their website 
you will find a strategy for finding a job as well 
as access to an internet job search engine. To 
access all aspects of this website, you will need 
to call the church office to get a job explorer’s 
membership code. 
 One way that helps out during this fi-
nancial crisis is through Angel Food Ministries.  
It’s a great way to supplement your grocery bill 
each month and there are no qualifications. If 
you have the money, you can purchase food 
through Angel Food. If you need an emergency 
food source, we have something available at no 
cost to you.  
 A few of the ministries that we are in-
volved in that are helping people make ends 
meet and get on their feet again: 

· Angel Food Ministries 
· Gainesville Action Ministries 
· Fellowship with Food Ministries 
· Atlanta Union Mission Thrift Store 
· Community Food Pantry 
· Gateway House 
· My Sister’s Place 

 For a complete list, please call the church office 
at 770-532-2977. 
 
CHURCHES HELPING CHURCHES 

 
Every year we save money on VBS themed décor 
by participating in a rotation of churches help-
ing churches. This year First Baptist Church of 
Oakwood and Flat Creek Baptist Church got 
together and made incredible sets for their VBS 
and then passed them on to St. Paul. In turn, we 
were able to bless Calvary Chapel in Buford 
with the decorations when we were done. May 
we all be generous and help each other! 
 
 



 

� It’s easy to come to St. Paul, 
become involved in ministry and think 
that this is what being a United Meth-
odist is all about. But there’s a whole 
lot more to it. In attending the annual 
conference, people come face to face 
with ways to make connections 
throughout the world. Not only are 
there other conferences of the UMC 
all over the United States (ours is the 
largest), but also in Africa, 
Europe and Asia. Connec-
tionalism shows through the 
clergy appointment system, 
through the developing of 
missions and ministries that 
United Methodists do to-
gether, and through giving. 
The United Methodist 
Church is alive and well as 
we serve people all over the 
globe. (I did read that the 
United Methodist Church is 
the only Christian denomina-
tion to have congregations 
in every county or parish in the United 
States. Calvin says there are more 
Methodist churches than there are 
post offices!) 
 There was much business to 
be conducted at the conference. 
Resolutions from various committees, 
who had worked diligently to prepare 
them, had to be voted on. Constitu-
tional amendments proposed by the 
2008 General Conference were voted 
on as well. Every conference must 
vote on those and the aggregate vote 
will determine whether they pass or 
fail.  Changes based on these votes 
will appear in the next Book of Disci-
pline, which is revised every four 
years.  
 The proposed 2010 budget for 
the North Georgia Conference was 
amended by the Committee on Fi-
nance and Administration to reflect 
the reality of receiving less than 100% 
apportionments. (The Gainesville Dis-
trict is the only one in our conference 
that has consistently paid 100% of its 
apportionments in recent times, a tra-
dition begun when Parks Davis was 
our district superintendent and con-
tinuing under Gerald Thurman’s lead-
ership.) Relative to that, Bishop Wat-
son has said, “Even during difficult 
economic times, can we even imagine 

what resources for ministry would be 
available if United Methodist people 
tithed? Fundamentally, we do not 
have a financial problem, we have a 
financial stewardship  problem. Until 
we faithfully commit our pocketbooks, 
we will not be able to do all that God 
has for us to do in North Georgia.” My 
personal persuasion is that the same 
holds true for our local church and its 

membership. 
 There were three 
major highlights for me 
during the conference: 
1. The Hope for Africa 
Children’s Choir, made up 
of children aged 4-9 years, 
shared Christ’s love with 
joy and enthusiasm as 
they sang and moved 
about on stage. We were 
challenged by 
the bishop to 
exhibit the 
same sort of 

joy and enthusiasm in 
sharing our own faith. The 
ones who followed the 
children’s choir suggested 
that they (the speakers) were singing 
and dancing on the INSIDE! 
2.  Recognition of those who are retir-
ing. These folks represented 514 
years of active ministry among them. 
Among those retiring are our own 
Parks Davis, whom we know and love 
so well, Dr. Ron Flowers (who served 
at St. Paul as youth pastor more than 
35 years ago), and Ms. Martha Ran-
dall, the first African American woman 
ordained in the North Georgia Confer-
ence. As you might imagine, each 
one expressed appreciation to various 
folks who helped them get to where 
they are now. In gratitude, one said, 
“My 5th grade teacher loved us so 
much that we came to love the 
LORD.”  Sunday School teachers, are 
you listening?  Think of the seeds 
you’re planting that will grow into 
someone’s ministry to others. THINK 
of the IMPACT you have on today’s 
children who will become tomorrow’s 
leaders! Another fellow said, “I spent 
7 years trying to evade God’s call, but 
I finally gave in, and I haven’t been 
sorry.”  Aren’t we glad God doesn’t 
give up on us?! 

3.  Our new bishop, Mike Watson has 
come to us from the South Georgia 
Conference. We are indeed blessed. 
He presided over the conference with 
apparent joy, his love of God evident 
in all he said and did. If you ever have 

a chance to meet him, take it.  
You’ll be glad you did. Bishop 
Watson, in the Sending Forth 
service, (where the names of 
all pastors with new appoint-
ments are read), reminded us 
that “we are ALL appointed—
not just the clergy, and it is 

the responsibility of every one of 
us to help bring Shalom—health 
and wholeness—to the entire 
world .  Our salvation is not for our-
selves alone, but for us to share with 
others for the transformation of the 
world through the love of Jesus 
Christ.” Good news is that Calvin’s 
name was NOT on the moving list, so 
we’re blessed to have him remain 
among us! 
  

Liz Smith  
Lay Member of the Annual Conference 

 

SPOTLIGHT 
 

 
Thanks to our church 

members who attended 
Annual Conference, 

June 16-18, in Athens: 
Liz Smith , Sharon McEver , our alter-
nate lay member; Sue Tibbetts , Jerry 
& Georgiana Ferguson attended as 
district members at large. And Calvin , 

of course, attended as our clergy. 
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The United 
Methodist 
Church is 
alive and 

well as we 
serve 

people all 
over the 
globe.  We are ALL 

appointed - 
not just 
clergy.  



������������������������� ���
���	�
��
����	�
��
����	�
��
����	�
��
�� ���

�
������������
 ��������� ����
���������������������� ����
����������� �������������� ����
�
	�����	� !���������� ����
�
	���������	������������ ����
��	"�	����	��� �������� ��#�
$	����%�
���� ���������� ��#�
��	������������������������
&�		����������������������'�
��"	�
�(	��� �������������)*�
+�		������,�	��������������))�
+�	����	���
�� ���������))�
����-
��.��	����/����))�
�	
���0�,������ ��� ��)��
+����&�		�� ������������ ��)��
1�	���������� ����� ��)2�
0�	����3��
 ����������� ��)2�
0�����
��3�!�	������ ��)2�
��!��� 
3��� ��������� ��)2�
�
����
���!�	 ������ ��)4�
0�������$��3�	 �����������)��
+�������	����������������)��
������ ��&��!�
�����)��
$�
�����	�� ������������)'�
���3��&������ ��)'�
5�������	�� ��)'�
.�6����&����
� ���*�
.� 
�	��0������� �����
0�/��3��
� �����
��	����	������� ���2�
%�3�.�"�	��� ���2�
(3������.�3��
� ���#�
������������	� ���#�
�,��
��&�� � !� �����
+�,�����	����� ���)�

           August 2, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
  8:45 Tom Davis 
11:00 Bart Simonton 
GREETERS: 
  8:45 Pat Little 
 Richard Little          
11:00 Bob Denny 
 Shirley Denny 
WELCOMERS: 
  8:45 Mary Mills 
11:00   John Collins 
ACOLYTES: 
  8:45   Andrew Gale 
11:00 Sara Thomas 
    Ruby Shafer 
 
       
 
  August 16, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
 8:45 Chris Mundy 
11:00 Yale Moore 
GREETERS: 
 8:45 David Martin 
 Pam Roberts 
11:00 Steve Kell 
 Irene Schmidt 
 Sandra Souther 
WELCOMERS: 
 8:45 Carol Evans 
11:00 Steve Ward 
 ACOLYTES: 
 8:45 Katherine Pearce       
11:00 Olivia Morley 
 Maggie Moore 
 
August 30, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
  8:45 Gregg Johnson 
10:30 Phil Loveless 
GREETERS: 
  8:45 Pat Kilgore 
 Angie Whitley 
11:00 Sue Castner 
 Don Peel 
WELCOMERS:  
  8:45     Puppets 
11:00 Puppets 
ACOLYTES:                             
  8:45 Andrew Gale              
11:00 Sydney Simonton 
 Ruby Shafer 

         August 9, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
  8:45 Robert Mills                  
11:00 Jack Hurt 
GREETERS: 
  8:45 David Long 
 Karen Long 
11:00 Ouida Clayton 
 Laura Eberhardt 
 Joe Wang 
WELCOMERS: 
  8:45  Gregg Johnson 
11:00    Shirley Whitaker 
ACOLYTES: 
  8:45 Elizabeth Gale 
11:00 Will Cely 
 Rachel Crow 
          
 
 August 23, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
  8:45 Donald Wright 
10:30 Darryl Crow 
GREETERS: 
  8:45 Cilla Johnson 
 Gregg Johnson 
11:00 Minni Nelson 
 Charlotte Crow 
 Sydney Simonton 
WELCOMERS:  
  8:45     Chris Mundy 
11:00 Bob Briscoe 
ACOLYTES:                             
  8:45 David Atwood 
11:00 Rachel Kline 
 Mic Panda 
  
 
          
   
  

GOD’S SUNDAY SERVANTS 
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CHURCH STAFF 

VBS SUCCESS MEMBERS IN MINISTRY CLASSIFIEDS  
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Over 40 kids, a 
dozen teenagers 
and 40 adults 
enjoyed five 

nights of sing-
ing, praising 

God, learning and growing in our 
faith, and had lots of fun!  

Thanks to Laura Gale, Bryan 
and Stacie Mavis and ALL our 
volunteer church members who 
helped make ‘Crocodile Dock’ 
another successful week of VBS 
at St. Paul. Names and responsi-
bilities were listed in the July 19 
bulletin. Thanks to our children 

and youth for participating and for 
coming to both services to show 
the church congregation ‘how to 

shine God’s light!’ - FEAR NOT! 
 

As a mission project children were 
asked to bring toothbrushes to 

church. We collected over 230 to 
be sent to Honduras by our team in 

December and by a missionary 
from Northlake Baptist Church. 

 

YOUTH                                                     
      BACK TO  
             SCHOOL BASH 

                               Saturday 
                              August 8 

Meet at church at 1:00 p.m. to go to 
Six Flags for fun and Christian con-

certs! Over-night lock-in at the 
church to prepare for Youth Sunday 
the next day! We will share reports 
from Jamaica and interpret praise 

songs during both services, 
Sunday, August 9. 

HONDURAS 
UPDATE 

The St. Paul Mission to 
Cerro Chele, Honduras 
has not been canceled. 
Due to civil un-rest in 
the country, the trip has 

been postponed until December 26 - 
January 3. “What a better time and place 
to share the joy of Christ’s birth!” stated 
team member, David Martin. If this is a 
good time for you and you would like to 
participate with this year’s team to help 
minister to our adopted village and the 
people of Honduras, contact Donald 
Wright (404-580-8938) or David Martin 
(770-869-3083) or the church office.  


