
Why Did Jesus Fold the Napkin? 
         
There are so many things appearing on the internet these days!  Here is one that someone 
sent me that I found interesting.  You may have seen it already, but for those who haven’t, I 
share it with you. 
 
He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Je-
sus’ head.  The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. The Bible takes an 
entire verse to tell us that the cloth that had been around Jesus’ head was neatly folded. 
 
Early Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance.  She ran and found Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved.  She said, ‘They have taken the 
Lord’s body out of the tomb, and I don’t know where they have put him!’  Peter and the 
other disciple ran to the tomb to see.  The other disciple outran Peter and got there first.  He 
stooped and looked in and saw the linen cloth lying there, but he didn’t go in.  Then Simon 
Peter arrived and went inside.  He also noticed the linen wrappings lying there, while the 
cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up and lying to the side.  Was that impor-
tant?  Absolutely!  Is it really significant?  Yes! 
 
In order to understand the significance of the folded napkin, you have to understand a little 
bit about Hebrew tradition of that day. The folded napkin had to do with the Master and 
Servant, and every Jewish boy knew this tradition.  When the servant set the dinner table 
for the master, he made sure that it was exactly the way the master wanted it. 
 
The table was furnished perfectly, and then the servant would wait, just out of sight, until 
the master had finished eating, and the servant would not dare touch that table, until the 

master was finished.  Now if the master were done 
eating, he would rise from the table, wipe his fingers, 
his mouth, and clean his beard, and would wad up 
that napkin and toss it onto the table.  The servant 
would then know to clear the table.  For in those 
days, the wadded napkin meant, ‘I’m done’.  But if 
the master got up from the table, and folded his nap-
kin, and laid it beside his plate, the servant would not 
dare touch the table, because…. 
The folded napkin meant, ‘I’m coming back!” 
 

He is Coming Back! 
 
I look forward to greeting each Sunday as we pre-
pare for His coming!  - Calvin     
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

 
April 5 - April 12 
HOLY WEEK  

Daily schedule listed in 
detail inside newsletter 

 
April 19 

Combined Services 
Administrative Board 

 
April 24 - April 26 

Festival of Living Faith 
Faith-Sharing Seminar 
details inside newsletter 

 
May 3 

Children’s Day 
 
 

AFTER EASTER 
  
 

The Easter Celebration 
Continues . . . 

 
Wednesday, April 15 

Our church family will celebrate 
the season with a traditional 

Thanksgiving Meal 
5:15 p.m. 

 
Sunday, April 19 

Our entire church family 
will worship together: 

9:15 a.m.—Morning Fellowship 
9:30 a.m.—Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.—Morning Worship 
 

 Dr. George Morris 
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Journey with Jesus 
�
 

A seven station experience will be 
available in the lobby off the Fellow-

ship Hall during Holy Week. Take 
time to meditate on the precious jour-

ney the disciples took with Jesus. 
What a ride that 
incorporates our 
salvation today! 

Through seven sim-
ple actions, take 

time to praise God 
for the gift of His 

Son! 
  

HOLY WEEK 
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 Why Holy Week is Holy?                
 
  
 Two thousand years ago, 
a man traveled into Jerusalem on 
the back of a young donkey. It 
was the beginning of the end. He 
would be crucified on a cross at 
the end of the week. The people 
lay their cloaks and palm 
branches on the road as He 
passed joyfully praising God for 
the miracles they had seen. These 
same people would be the ones to 
cry out “Crucify Him!” When the 

procession led to the Mount of Olives, the crowd began yelling, 
“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in 
heaven and glory to the Highest!” The Pharisees tried to get Jesus to 
rebuke His followers. “I tell you,” He replied, “if they keep quiet, the 
stones will cry out.” 
 All of creation points to God. Man cannot look at nature in 
all of its beauty and complexity and deny that there is a Creator. To 
do this is to lie to ourselves and ignore what is clearly written in 
Scripture. All of creation points to a Creator. Even the rocks them-
selves point to their Creator. If everyone was to remain silent, men 
would still be without excuse for rejecting God. However, we are not 
to remain silent. Jesus did not tell the crowds around Him to be 
quiet. He commissioned His disciples to go and make more disciples 
to tell all the world about the Gospel.  
 Just as creation bears witness to God just by being what it is, 
creation, so we ought to bear witness to God by being what we are. 
Our lives should be a reflection of God. We are made in the image of 
God and we are called to be Holy. When people look at us, they 
should see God because they should see Holiness. As we celebrate 
Holy Week, our hearts and our thoughts should be on living Holy 
lives. 
 To be holy is to be set apart. God is Holy. He is set apart 
from everything else because He is perfect. Holy Week is also set 
apart. God knew exactly what was going to happen from the begin-
ning and had set apart this time for Jesus to die. From the moment 
sin entered the world, God had a solution. In Genesis 3 we read 
about God’s plans to bring Jesus into the world to crush Satan. In 
Psalm 22 David describes in detail the crucifixion, centuries before 
the form of death had been created.  It is this week, for the  Anointed 
One to be cut off. Holy Week was set aside, and it was made Holy 
because God was going to bring salvation to the world.  Just as this 
week is Holy to God, so we are Holy to God thru Jesus. 
 The process of being made Holy is called sanctification. 
Upon our salvation we are made Holy in the eyes of God and the 
Holy Spirit does the work of sanctification in us. Hebrews 10:10 tells 
us, “...we have been made Holy through the sacrifice of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all.” The completion of this process will be at 
death or at the end of time. But through this process it is still our 
choice to respond to the Holy Spirit and to live Holy lives. A Holy 
life is a testimony to God which cries out to everybody just as much 
as the crowds did when Jesus entered Jerusalem on the back of a colt 
- “Hosanna, Hosanna!” Today, our lives should shout that we serve 
Jesus our Lord and that we have hope in His death and resurrection. 
We don’t need the rocks to cry. What we need is for our lives to be 
Holy, to cry out and bear testimony. 
                                                              



During last month’s First Mon-
day Café, Emily Rue shared with 
her table a breathing exercise 
based on Colossians 1:27.  

Breathe in and say “Christ in 
me.” Hold your breath and say 

“Yes, Christ in me.” Then exhale and say “Bringing with Him 
the hope of all the glorious things to come!” 

“When you say it with conviction and breathe in and out, it is a 
great stress relieving activity. Speaking the truth of the Word of 
God brings peace to any situation,” stated Emily. 

 

Christ in Me - why my faith and 
church are so important to me. . . 

“Because it’s fun and interesting and I get to share Jesus ex-
periences.” - Dale Morley 

“I like being with friends who believe the same things I do.” -   
                 Hannah Patten 

“I dreaded going on the Honduras mission trip, but I’m so glad 
I went because of what a great experience it turned out to be.” - 
                     Lisa Atwood 

“I like hanging out and doing really cool stuff and learning 
about Jesus.” - Olivia Morley 

“It’s a place I can be myself, share my religion and worship 
God - Katy Thomas 

“Youth trips really make me feel closer to God especially when I 
see how much we are helping people who have so much less 
than we do.” - Will Cely 

“At Camp Glisson, I learned about conquering my fears in a 
supportive Christian environment.” - Elizabeth Pittman 

“At school I can rely on my relationship with God and what I 
have learned at church.” - Sara Thomas 

“I read the Bible in the mornings and at night and I try to un-
derstand what I read and pray about it. It helps me out with 
handling my daily life.” - Will Penland 

“My faith is stronger when I share it and support what I think is 
right.” - Elizabeth Gale 

(Quotes from Sunday Night Youth Group Meeting last month) 

 

CHRIST 
IN ME 
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           April 5, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
  8:45 Gregg Johnson 
11:00 Darryl Crow 
 
GREETERS: 
  8:45 David Long  
 Karen Long          
11:00 Jean Ferris 
 Marion Gandy 
 Sue Tibbetts 
 
WELCOMERS: 
  8:45 Dick Morley 
11:00   John Collins 
 
ACOLYTES: 
  8:45   Andrew Gale 
11:00 Sarah Thomas 
    Ruby Shafer 
 
       
 
  April 19, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
 8:45 Mickey Robertson 
11:00 Bob Briscoe 
 
GREETERS: 
 8:45 Jan Crenshaw 
 Judy Robertson 
11:00 Donise Moore 
 Joe Whitaker 
 Shirley Whitaker 
 
WELCOMERS: 
 8:45 Pam Roberts 
11:00 Shirley Whitaker 
 ACOLYTES: 

 8:45 Katherine 

Pearce       11:00

         April 12, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
  8:45 Gene Whitley 
11:00 Phil Loveless 
 
GREETERS: 
  8:45 David Martin 
 Gregg Johnson 
11:00 Bob Briscoe 
 Harriet Briscoe 
 Dave Syme 
 
WELCOMERS: 
  8:45  Gregg Johnson 
11:00   Harriet Briscoe 
 
ACOLYTES: 
  8:45 Elizabeth Gale 
11:00 Will Cely 
 Rachel Crow 
 
          
 
 April 26, 2009 
 
USHERS: 
  8:45 Tom Davis 
10:30 Steve Kell 
 
GREETERS: 
  8:45 Pat Kilgore 
 Angie Whitley 
11:00 Ouida Clayton 
 Laura Eberhardt 
 Joe Wang 
 
WELCOMERS:  
  8:45    Chris Mundy 
11:00 Kiersten Sapp 

GOD’S SUNDAY SERVANTS 

Youth Suppers for April 2009 
 

April 5 - Spring Break, No Youth 
 

April 12 - Easter, No Youth 
 

April 19 - Barty & Carolyn Simonton 
 

April 26 - Darryl  &  Charlotte Crow 
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CHURCH STAFF 

FUNDRAISERS MEMBERS IN MINISTRY CLASSIFIEDS  

��2������2����
��2�?�������

Voices of North Georgia 
 

SPRING 
PERFORMANCE 

at St. Paul 
 

Friday, April 17 at 
7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, April 19 at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Several of our church members be-
long to the local group “Voice of 
North Georgia” formerly “The 

Gainesville Chorale”. Their Spring 
Performance will be held in our Sanc-

tuary the third weekend in April. 
Tickets can be purchased in advanced 
from Jean McCorlew and Liz Smith. 

SPOTLIGHT �
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Support our 
2009 Mission Trips 

 
2009 CALENDARS 

$10 each 
 

Discount Cards 
$10 each 

 
Honduran Notecards 

$10 
 

Eat at Chili’s on Thursdays 
Bring your flyer - 10% of your 

bill is donated to St. Paul 
 

Saturday, May 16 
Spaghetti Dinner 
& Silent Auction 

 
Saturday, May 23 

Yard Sale 
5K Run 

 
Sunday, May 31 
Pancake Breakfast 

 

MISSION TRIPS 
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